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is no exception, provided it is kept clean and healthy and
its intelligence is awakened and developed by proper
training and education.

2. Unwanted dogs. Many villages swarm with noisy,
mangy, miserable and entirely useless and unwanted dogs.
The destruction of full-grown dogs, besides being entirely
ineffective, is an expensive, clumsy and nasty method of
controlling the canine population. By far the easiest,
cheapest and least objectionable method is the drowning
at birth of unwanted puppies, and if this duty were laid
upon the village menials, the dog population could be
brought under control in a year or two. To avoid more
suffering than necessary, one puppy per litter can, of course,
be left for the mother to auckle. Once such a custom has
been established, villagers will probably begin to select the
best puppies and litters for survival and many will possibly
begin to take an interest in the bringing up and training of
individual puppies which they have saved from destruction.
But for sentimental reasons, to allow unlimited numbers
of puppies to grow up and then when the nuisance becomes
unbearable, to employ whole-time qualified doctors and
veterinary surgeons to destroy them is utterly to be
condemned ; at any rate, until all the money necessary
for the medical needs of women and children has been
found.

3. Cactus. This can be entirely and harmlessly
eliminated free of charge by the introduction of the little
white cochineal insect. These insects were originally
imported from south India for the Skinner Estate and can
be got from the Sub-Divisional Officer, Palwal, or the
Deputy Commissioner, Gurgaon. A small parcel of these
spread over a few plants will kill them in a year. As the
insects increase they can be spread on to other plants and